quéﬁnvﬂﬂﬁsiﬁ’wuﬂUezﬁﬁgu?@au,azmmtﬁ@ﬁ (Frwun.) Buslna

Center for Democratization and Localization Studies (COLS) Chiang Mai

n1sUNAsSoIoviiulusEyzu

Local Government in a Transitional Period

ﬁi‘ﬂwaﬂﬁﬁtﬁ’)t&’\L%’e)\‘lﬂﬁ?Uﬂﬂ?@dﬁ@GﬁUTU?&ﬁ%]%ﬁ&hu
ATULS FANEEIS AT HIPNFNEES 3. WEteN (19 Rannau 2559)
wazunmauley A.e5. stuAaS 1adayiiied

Seminar Summary and an Article on the Issue of

Local Government in a Transitional Period

aﬁfuatéu'faugaﬁ’éé’ué 1908 Uszineing

Hanns
Seidel

Foundatio




Abstract

This booklet entitled “Local Government in a
Transitional Period” consists of 2 major parts. One is a
summary of the seminar conducted at the School of Political and
Social Sciences, University of Phayao on August 19, 2016.
Most attendants were leaders from local government bodies in 3
major provinces of Northern Thailand, Chiang Rai, Phayao, and
Phrae. Many were elected mayors, elected chairmen of local
councils and also elected local councilors. Some were
permanent officers of local government bodies as well as
interested scholars on local government and decentralization.
The other is an article of the same title by Tanet Charoenmuang,
a noted scholar of local government and decentralization, and a
professor at the Faculty of Political Science and Public

Administration, Chiang Mai University.

The results of the seminar produced a strikingly similar
revelation of local government and local communities in this

country. Whereas most seminar attendants identified lack of
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authorities and sufficient budget in creating projects for local
areas, the author noted a system of weak local government due
to a long period of semi-colonial rule and anti-communist
struggle which empowered the already strong and centralized
state to a point of over-centralized system. Whereas some
seminarians pointed out local government bodies being
controlled, not monitored, the author found a long era of over-
centralized state system has made state officials unaware of local
needs and suspect local intention to work for local benefits.
Officials of the state and regional levels often security factors
and efficiency indicators as if local government officials do not

understand those criteria.

With regard to the transitional period, being under a
colonial or semi-colonial rule for a long time has made every
struggle movement a strongly centralized one in order to achieve
victory. Local democracy and good local government therefore
require time and hard work to be realized since the newly
independent state needs a strongly organized and efficient

bureaucracy to win popularity and achieve of the goal of
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governing, while good local government needs people’s political
participation and accountability. As Thailand did not go through
a nationalist struggle but had to confront the growing communist
threats after World War II, a strongly centralized system of
political and ideological rule was adopted and continued amidst

economic modernization.

During this transitional period, the local government has
always been a minor role player, dominated by regional
administrative government officials with support of a number of
dictatorial rules in the past 7 decades since the start of Cold War
in the early 1950s. Local government was to some degree
strengthened by national democracy elements especially during
the start of the 2000s, but with two military coups in 2006 and
2014, the local government stepped backward. In the past two
years and a half, there has not been any election at any level.
Getting appointed to conduct public affairs and without people’s
role to decide who should run the administration will soon
become a major political issue in this country. The transitional

period from an unresponsive system to a responsive one has
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been a long process in every state, but will it take longer in a
once semi-colonial state with a long period of political and

cultural benefits for the few?

This important project was made possible by the support
of Hanns Seidel Foundation, Thailand (HSF). Center for
Democratization and Localization Studies (CDLS) in Chiang
Mai would like to express sincere gratitude to the HSF for this

endeavor.

December 2016.
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